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Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election with traverse of Species (1 ), i.e., diester structure wherein Y 
is -(CH 2 ) X - (claim 4) in the reply filed on May 13, 2009 is acknowledged. The traversal is 
on the ground(s) that (a) all of the specific embodiments of the diester according to 
dependent claims 4, 6, 7, 8+9 and 10 are fully encompassed by the structure present in 
the independent claim 1, which demonstrates that there is a common "linking claim", 
and that (b) any search of the subject matter of the independent claim 1 would 
necessarily encompass all diester compounds, and it is believed that there would be no 
undue burden placed upon the Examiner in performing a single search which would be 
commensurate with the scope of the claimed invention for all of the currently pending 
claims. This is not found persuasive because, as recited in the previous restriction 
requirement, the species are independent or distinct because claims to the different 
species recite mutually exclusive characteristics of such species, and these species are 
not obvious variants of each other. Hence, there is an examination and search burden 
for these patentably distinct species due to their mutually exclusive characteristics. The 
species require different search queries and the prior art applicable to one species 
would not likely be applicable to another species. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 
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Claim Objections 

2. Claim 3 is objected to because of the following informalities: in line 2, "is" should 
be added after "constituent". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. Claims 3-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 3 is indefinite in the recital of "a compound which may be represented by 
the following structure... R 1 and R 2 can independently be C1-C6 alkyl which may 
optionally..." because it is not clear whether the recited structure and substituent are 
required, or not. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1 , 3-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by 
Sheridan etal. (GB 1,601,123), hereinafter "Sheridan". 
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Sheridan teaches toilet blocks/tablets which comprise ETHYLAN LM 2 (a 2 
mole/mole coconut monoethanolamide ethoxylate), ETHYLAN LD (a coconut 
diethanolamide), MONOLAN 8000 E/80 (an ethylene oxide/propylene oxide block 
copolymer), (all three are surfactants), and dibutyl phthalate (a diester binder/plasticiser) 
(see Example 1 on page 3, line 46 to page 4, line 9). Another diester binder/plasticiser 
is based on adipic acid (see page 3, line 6, claim 23). Sheridan teaches the limitations 
of the instant claims. Hence, Sheridan anticipates the claims. 

6. Claims 1 , 3-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by 
Yorozu et al. (US Patent No. 5,026,551), hereinafter "Yorozu". 

Yorozu teaches a bath additive tablet which comprises diisopropyl adipate (which 
reads on the recited formula, wherein Y is -(CH 2 ) 4 -, R 1 and R 2 = C 3 alkyl), and a 
nonionic surface active agent (see Example 1, col. 5, lines 19-35). See also Example 2. 
Yorozu teaches the limitations of the instant claims. Hence, Yorozu anticipates the 
claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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8. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sheridan 
as applied to the above claims, and further in view of Kook (US Patent No. 3,943,243). 

Sheridan teaches the features as described above. Sheridan, however, fails to 
specifically disclose adding a bleach to the tablet. 

Kook, an analogous art, teaches the incorporation of bleaching agents to similar 
shaped, solid compositions for sanitizing toilets (see col. 1, lines 14-16, col. 2, lines 61- 
66). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have incorporated bleaching agents into the tablet of Sheridan 
because this would provide sanitizing effect as taught by Kook. 

9. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Quebedeaux et al. (US Patent No. 6,035,869), hereinafter "Quebedeaux". 

Quebedeaux teaches dishwashing cleaning blocks comprising surfactants, up to 
15% by weight of one or more oils which are beneficial in facilitating homogeneous 
blending of the constituents, wherein one utilizable oil is ethyl succinate (which reads on 
the recited formula), and other additional adjuvants like bleaches (see col. 1, lines 41- 
48, col. 2, lines 45-56, col. 3, lines 4-15). Quebedeaux, however, fails to specifically 
disclose a dishwashing block wherein the oil used is ethyl succinate. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have prepared a dishwashing cleaning block wherein the oil is 
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ethyl succinate because this is one selection of utilizable oil taught by Quebedeaux 
which is beneficial in facilitating homogeneous blending of the constituents. 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The references are considered cumulative to or less material 
than those discussed above. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lorna M. Douyon whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1313. The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays-Fridays 8:00AM-4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Harold Pyon can be reached on 571-272-1498. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Lorna M Douyon/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1796 



